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COVID-19
Last updated: 4/1/20
As of this morning, March 19, 2020, the Georgia Department of Public Health is reporting 287 cases and 10
deaths.
The Georgia General Assembly has confirmed one case of COVID-19. Senator Brandon Beach was tested over
the weekend, and the test has come back positive. All members of the General Assembly have been advised to selfquarantine for the next 14 days.
While the Governor has not issued any new state mandates on closures, City of Atlanta Mayor Lance
Bottoms signed an executive order this morning to close all restaurants and bars (takeout and delivery are
still allowed), gyms, movie theaters, bowling alleys and arcades, live performance venues, and private
social clubs, effective tonight at midnight.
Tuesday, March 17
Yesterday, March 16, 2020, the Georgia General Assembly convened to ratify the Governor's call to declare a State
of Emergency in Georgia. After nearly 8 hours, the House and the Senate reached an agreement. The Governor has
executive power for the next 30 days. On April 15, 2020, the General Assembly will reconvene and take a vote on
whether or not to end those executive powers.
Along with the State of Emergency, the Georgia General Assembly voted to approve $100 million in emergency
funding to address the pandemic before we recessed last Thursday, March 12th.
As of Tuesday, March 17 the Georgia Department of Health’s most recent report shows 146 cases of
confirmed COVID-19 cases and 1 death.
The State of Georgia has set-up a COVID-19 hotline: 844.442.2681
The federal government recommends limiting public gatherings to 10 people and maintaining a distance of
6 feet apart.
March 15, 2020 -- As of this morning, Georgia Department of Public of Health's most recent report shows 99
cases of confirmed COVID-19 cases and 1 death. In an effort to contain the virus, the Center for Disease Control
has encouraged the suspension of large public gatherings.
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On Monday, March 16, 2020, the Georgia legislature will convene to vote on a resolution to officially ratify
the Governor's call to declare an official state of emergency. The state of emergency will extend the Governor's
executive power in order to adequately address COVID-19.
Below is a list of closures & resources:
The following institutions have made these decisions:
● Universities & Colleges:
○ The Governor issued an executive order to close all public preschools, secondary schools,
and post-secondary schools through March 31;
○ Emory University has extended spring break until March 22 and will transition to remote learning
for the remainder of the semester, beginning on March 23;
○ Spelman College will transition to remote learning, beginning on March 23;
○ Agnes Scott College will transition to remote learning on March 23 until April 3;
○ Morehouse College has suspended all large public events. Spring break has been extended for one
week and remote learning will begin March 23 until the end of the Spring semester;
○ Clark Atlanta University has extended spring break until March 22 and will transition to remote
learning on March 23. All students in residential housing must be moved out by March 21;
○ Olegthorpe University has canceled classes, beginning on Monday, March 16 and will transition to
online learning on March 24. Students are encouraged to move-out of residential housing.
● K-12 Schools
○ The Governor issued an executive order to close all public preschools, secondary schools,
and post-secondary schools through March 31;
○ City of Atlanta Public Schools will be closed for at least two weeks, beginning Monday. March 16
Staff & students were asked to attend on Friday, March 13 to prepare for the two-week closure;
○ Clayton County Public Schools are closed indefinitely;
○ Decatur City Schools are closed indefinitely;
○ DeKalb County Public Schools are closed until further notice;
○ Cobb County Public Schools are closed until further notice;
○ Padeia High School is closed indefinitely until further notice

● Government
○ Atlanta City Hall is closed until further notice. Mayor Bottoms signed an executive order to
limit public gatherings to 50 people;
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○

○
○
○
○
○
○
○
○

City of Atlanta Mayor Lance Bottoms signed an executive order this morning to close all
restaurants and bars (takeout and delivery are still allowed), gyms, movie theaters, bowling
alleys and arcades, live performance venues, and private social clubs, effective March 19 at
midnight;
The Georgia General Assembly has been suspended indefinitely, but . All members have been
instructed to stay at home;
The Georgia Supreme Court issued a judicial emergency for all Georgia courts. Courts will
remain open for essential matters, but non-essential matters are suspended. Teleconferencing is
encouraged if the court needs to proceed;
DeKalb County Court is suspending all jury trials and non-essential matters for the next 30 days;
Fulton County Court is suspending jury trials for the next 30 days. Any non-essential matters will
not be heard by the courts during the 30-day period unless they can be conducted via video or
teleconferencing;
Gwinnett County Court is suspending all hearings other than those essential hearings for jail court
or revocations from March 16 to March 27;
The Georgia Presidential Primary originally set for Tuesday, March 24, has been moved to
Tuesday, May 19 to coincide with State House & State Senate primary elections. Early voting
will come to a halt and resume closer to the May 19 election date;
DeKalb County libraries will be closed, beginning at the end of the day March 14;
Fulton County libraries closed March 13 until further notice.

● Hospitals
○ Emory Health Care will postpone all elective procedures for 2 weeks, followed by week-to-week
reassessment.
● Senior Centers
○ The DeKalb Lou Walker and Mason Mill multi-purpose senior centers are closed until further
notice;
○ The Governor has recommended that all long-term care facilities restrict all visitors, volunteers,
and non-essential personnel except for certain compassionate care situations, such as end-of life
situations.
● Utilities
○ Georgia Power has temporarily suspended residential disconnections for the next 30 days,
beginning tomorrow. They will reevaluate the policy and time frame as the situation develops;
○ Atlanta Gas Light has temporarily suspended disconnections for nonpayment;
○ Atlanta Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms issued an administrative order to halt water service
termination for any Watershed Management customer due to non-payment. This will
continue for at least the next 60 days;
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○
○

DeKalb County's current water service policy does not allow any water disconnections while a bill
is in dispute;
Comcast is offering essential internet package for free for low-income customers for 60 days.

● Department of Corrections
○ The Southern Center for Human Rights has issued a letter of request and recommended with a
set of recommendations to keep those who are incarcerated safe, including the following:
■ Comply with CDC, Georgia Department of Public Health, and NCCHC Guidelines;
■ Eliminate co-pays;
■ Ensure access to soap, tissue, cleaning/sanitizing products, and clean laundry;
■ Ensure transparency in communications with family members and the public;
For students & families who need food during school closure
● Atlanta Public Schools
○ All APS students can receive daily free bagged meals from 10 AM to 12 PM, Monday through
Friday. A student ID is required to pick-up food from the following locations:
■ Douglass High School
■ Cleveland High School
■ Bunche Middle School
■ Sylvan Middle School
■ Phoenix Academy (formerly known as Crim High School)
○

Beginning Monday, March 23, all APS families can report to one of the above five APS school
sites Monday through Friday, from 10 AM to 12 PM to receive a weekly bag of groceries from
the Atlanta Community Food Bank.

○

The City of Atlanta’s Centers of Hope Afterschool Meal Program will provide dinners and snacks for
students between the ages of 5 and 18. Beginning on Monday, March 16, 2020, the program will
run on a modified schedule and allow students to receive meals from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM.
The meals sites include City of Atlanta recreation centers.

○

Beginning Monday, March 16, APS partner, GOODR, will provide ready-to-eat meals at the
following local community sites:
■ Hosea Feed the Hungry: Food Pantry on Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday from 10 AM to
12 PM. An ID is required. 404.755.3353
■ Loaves and Fishes at St. John the Wonderworker Parish: Monday to Friday from 9 AM to
10 AM. 678-373-9433
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● DeKalb County Public Schools
○ DeKalb students can receive a free bagged lunch daily from 10 AM to 12 PM, Monday through
Friday. The sites include:
■ Cross Keys High School
■ Sequoyah Middle School
■ Idlewood Elementary School
■ Lithonia High School
■ Clarkston High School
■ Chapel Hill Middle School
■ Bethune Middle School
■ McNair Middle School
○

DeKalb County's Department of Parks and Recreations will have snacks available for
students between 3:30 PM and 4:30 PM, Monday through Friday.
■ Locations include Gresham Park Recreation, Exchange Intergenerational, Redan Recreation,
Tobie Grant, N.H. Scott, Lucious Sanders, Mason Mill, Hamilton, & Midway Recreation

● Gwinnett County Schools
○ Lunch will be provided for anyone 18 or younger at 70 school sites in the district at no cost.
These 70 sites will be open between 11 AM and 1 PM for meal pick-up. In addition, GCPS school
buses will make lunches available for pick-up at bus stops near the 70 sites. Information about
estimated delivery times at these bus stops will be shared on the GCPS website once they are
finalized.
● Meals on Wheels
○ DeKalb County's 517 Meals on Wheels clients will continue to be served as normal. The North
DeKalb, South DeKalb, DeKalb-Atlanta and East DeKalb (Bruce Street) senior centers will be open to
distribute meals to their 559 customers only. Seniors will be able to pick up their meals between 10
AM and 1 PM, Monday through Friday. Senior customers of these centers who do not have
transportation should call 770-322-2950 from 9 AM to 5 PM, Monday through Friday.
● Atlanta Community Foodbank
○ Atlanta Community Food Bank is working with community partners to assess how they can
best support the community. There are currently 50 food pick-up sites.
● The Giving Kitchen
○ The Giving Kitchen is currently not accepting visitors to their office, but are offering support
to food service workers who have been quarantined due to COVID-19.
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● Freelance Artists
○ C4 Atlanta has shared a resource hub for financial and resource support for freelance artists
who need help due to COVID-19;
○ An artist resource GO-FUND me has been set up to support Atlanta Artists.
Financial Support for Businesses & Individuals
● Unemployment Benefits: The Georgia Department of Labor is suspending in-person requirements for
services provided by the agency. In accordance with Governor Kemp's recommendation, the GDOL is
providing online access to unemployment services, partial claim access for employers, and other
reemployment services;
● Small Business Loans: The federal government has approved the Governor's request for federal
dollars to provide relief for small businesses in the time of this pandemic;
● City of Atlanta: Mayor Bottoms issued an executive order to provide $7 million in emergency funding for
COVID-19 crisis. The Mayor has allocated $1.5 million to support small businesses. Please reach out
to the head of Invest Atlanta for more information: eklementich@investatlanta.com;
Center for Disease Control COVID-19 Guidance
The Georgia Department of Public Health has set-up a hotline for COVID-19: 844.442.2681.
Please call
here FIRST, if you are exhibiting any symptoms. Testing is limited and certain criteria must be
met.
● Emory University Hospital, Emory Decatur Hospital, Dekalb Medical Center, Emory University
Midtown Hospital:
○ COVID-19 screening line: 404.712.6843;
○ Phone assessment will take place with nurse to determine next steps;
○ No doctor referral is needed;
○ Call if the following symptoms started within the past two weeks: cough, sore, threat, & fever
● Grady Hospital
○ 24/7 COVID-19 Public Health Hotline: 1.866.782.4584;
○ Patients experiencing symptoms or those who been exposed to someone with the virus may come
in to be evaluated, but patients must seen a physician prior to arriving to Grady. This first
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appointment with a doctor does not need to take place at Grady.
● Wellstar Atlanta Medical Center
○ COVID-19 information line: 402.265.4000. Press 1 to select first option;
○ Virtual consultation is available for a charge: www.wellstaron.org;
○ Does not offer testing
While there is currently no vaccine to prevent coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), the CDC recommends
the following:
●
●
●
●
●

Avoid close contact with people who are sick;
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth;
Stay home when you are sick;
Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash;
Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces using a regular household cleaning spray or
wipe;

● Follow CDC’s recommendations for using a facemask
○ CDC does not recommend that people who are well wear a facemask to protect themselves from
respiratory diseases, including COVID-19.
○ Facemasks should be used by people who show symptoms of COVID-19 to help prevent the spread
of the disease to others. The use of facemasks is also crucial for health workers (at home or in a
health care facility);
● Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after going to the
bathroom; before eating; and after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing.
○ If soap and water are not readily available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at least 60%
alcohol. Always wash hands with soap and water if hands are visibly dirty.
● Older adults and people who have severe underlying chronic medical conditions like heart disease
or diabetes seem to be at higher risk for developing more serious complications from COVID-19. If
you are at higher risk of getting sick from COVID-19,
○ Stock-up on supplies;
○ Take precautions to keep space between you and others;
○ When you go out in public, keep away from others who are sick, limit close contact, and wash your
hands often;
○ Avoid crowds as much as possible;
○ Avoid cruise travel and non-essential air travel;
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○

Stay at home as much as possible to reduce your risk of being exposed.

● If you believe you have been exposed to COVID-19 and develop a fever and symptoms, such as cough
or difficulty breathing, call your healthcare provider for medical advice. Follow the CDC guidelines
for testing.
○ Stay home, except for getting medical care;
○ Avoid public areas: Do not go to work, school, or public areas;
○ Avoid public transportation: Avoid using public transportation, ride-sharing , or taxis.
● Public Gatherings: Please see the CDC guidance on public gatherings.
○

The following sports events have been canceled:
■ The NCAA has canceled the Final Four as well as the rest of the season
■ The MLB has canceled spring training
■ The Master’s Golf Tournament has been postponed

○

The following closures have been issued:
■ Alliance Theater has suspended remaining performances for 2019-2020 season
■ Atlanta Botanical Gardens is closed through April 30
■ Atlanta History Center has canceled all public events through April 30
■ Atlanta Symphony Orchestra has canceled/postponed all events through April 22
■ Georgia Aquarium will be closed, starting March 14
■ High Museum of Art is closed indefinitely
■ Edgewood Mac & Cheese Festival has been moved to Oct 24, 2020
■ Statefarm Arena has canceled and postponed shows until further notice
■ World of Coca-Cola has closed for the next two weeks until further notice
■ Zoo Atlanta will be closed until the end of March

Volunteer Requests
● Hagar House is in need of volunteers between 7 AM and 12 PM. The volunteer will have the key to
secure areas (medicine and supply storage) and would be the only person allowed to distribute requested
items to the residents (roughly 10 adults and 16 children). Please contact Marlene White:
marlene@decaturcooperativeministry.org
● Hosea Feed the Hungry is requesting food donations to keep the food pantries full. Drop-off location
is 4779 Mindy Dr. SW, Atlanta, GA 30315.
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4/1 Updates
GOVERNMENT
Stimulus Package Info:
https://www.nytimes.com/article/coronavirus-stimulus-package-questions-answers.html
New Federal Tax Deadline July 15th:
https://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-extends-individual-tax-filing-deadline-to-july-15-11584713903
Ga State Tax Deadline July 15th:
https://www.ajc.com/news/state--regional-govt--politics/georgia-like-feds-will-move-tax-day-from-apriljuly/jjYrFFntaF7l76zNWIGA0I/
Halting federal student loan payments and interest for 60 days:
www.politico.com/amp/news/2020/03/20/trump-coronavirus-student-loan-payments-139056
US Federal Gov Unemployment:
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200312-0
Georgia News on Unemployment for Employers & Employees:
https://dol.georgia.gov/blog/new-information-filing-unemployment-partial-claims-and-reemployment-services
Georgia Unemployment Application:
https://www.dol.state.ga.us/public/uiben/internetclaim/requirementPinSetup?fbclid=IwAR0wlSrYe22iD38uiXLul
UlXJwc9-AgKuFUkjQEZYDvPJvuXWe8P9PJ8R2Q
UTILITIES & BILLS
Mortgage relief news:
https://www.forbes.com/sites/brendarichardson/2020/03/13/mortgage-relief-options-are-available-tohomeowners-affected-by-coronavirus-safety-measures/#a6c363c53ab7
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/03/18/hud-orders-60-day-foreclosure-moratoriumhomeowners-affected-by-coronavirus/
No Atlanta Evictions for Next 60 Days:
https://www.fox5atlanta.com/news/atlanta-mayor-calls-on-temporary-halt-on-evictions-during-coronavirusoutbreak
Just Shelter: List of organizations working hard to preserve affordable housing and prevent eviction
https://justshelter.org/community-resources/
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List of Banks Offering to Help Customers:
https://www.aba.com/about-us/press-room/industry-response-coronavirus
Comcast: No disconnects. Free hotspots. Low-income households get 2 months free service
https://corporate.comcast.com/covid-19
AT&T: No disconnects for 60 days, waiving late payment fees. Unlimited data
https://about.att.com/pages/COVID-19.html
Verizon: No disconnects for 60 days, waiving late payment fees
https://www.verizon.com/about/news/update-verizon-serve-customers-covid-19
Sprint: No disconnects for 60 days, waiving late payment fees. Unlimited data
https://www.sprint.com/en/landings/covid-19.html
T Mobile: No disconnects for 60 days, waiving late payment fees. Unlimited data
https://www.t-mobile.com/brand/ongoing-updates-covid-19
Georgia Power: No disconnects
https://www.georgiapower.com/company/news-center/2020-articles/georgia-power-assures-customers-safeand-reliable-service-will-continue-during-covid-19-pandemic.html
Atlanta Watershed: Suspending all water shut offs during this time
https://www.atlantawatershed.org/customer-service/
Geico: Pausing cancellation of policies due to non payment or policy expiration until April 30th
https://www.geico.com/about/coronavirus/
FOOD
Cobb County Food Resources:
https://cobbcountyga.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=e9bbc3e2644b46799c908b4c2
c231bce&fbclid=IwAR1zao23wytLxoFdFFFLPV64W88Vqon6_lAM1-yea-tevNJwRJT0T1DrBxk
Atlanta Community Food Bank:
https://www.acfb.org/local-impact-map?fbclid=IwAR2Dxlt2bke70dsSct8FqCSAM2A5XvMpCMKWZqjDkjURplKzfsWgLFK-XY
Atlanta Survival Program: Free grocery delivery
https://atlsurvival.org/
Free Meals for Atlanta Public School Students:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hpQ2DP-MOyTzwQRlZW8iHKCxGz7u7JMx/view
Uber Eats: Waiving all delivery fees
https://www.boston.com/food/restaurants/2020/03/16/uber-eats-waives-delivery-fees
SPECIFIC INDUSTRY FUNDS
The Giving Kitchen: For food service workers needing financial assistance
https://thegivingkitchen.org/
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Bartender Fund:
https://www.usbgfoundation.org/beap?fbclid=IwAR1iJuMYX2vKL11vLYGQ_OX8fxD_9cfInp_BEf5mVD2mievy
wdH8fsWifwQ
Creator Fund: Freelancers/Creators, get up to $500 to help with groceries, medical bills, housing, etc
https://creatorfund.ck.page/
Resources for Artists:
https://creative-capital.org/2020/03/13/list-of-arts-resources-during-the-covid-19-outbreak/
Relief Fund for LGBTQI+ BIPOC:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QTIBIPOCCOVID19
MISCELLANEOUS
Mental Health Services:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mcmuJralTP_oPBPF3siEeJV8yiG6vuXtjHx1_4mu48/edit?fbclid=IwAR0-_pk9tRrGZdrSz9ZNWDzD1hMYyNnNNBZ9ZeegVld4Xk6tFyZK7uwaSg
Financial Planning Association: Pro Bono Financial Planning
https://www.onefpa.org/Pages/ProBonoPlanning.aspx
CVS: Waiving home delivery fees & 30 day refill limit on certain medications
https://cvshealth.com/newsroom/press-releases/cvs-health-announces-additional-covid-19-resources-focusedpatient-access
Atlanta Public Schools Updates:
https://www.atlantapublicschools.us/coronavirus
Old Fourth Distillery: giving away free hand sanitizer during their business hours. Bring your own container
and make a donation
https://o4d.com/
Uhaul: 1 free month storage units for students needing to move asap
https://www.uhaul.com/Articles/About/20625/College-Students-U-Haul-Offers-30-Days-Free-Self-Storageamid-Coronavirus-Outbreak/
FREE MEDIA & ENTERTAINMENT
Scholastic: Free education for Pre K - grade 6+
https://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/support/learnathome.html
Adobe Photoshop: Free for students until May
https://www.techradar.com/news/adobe-gives-students-free-home-creative-cloud-access-heres-how-to-get-it
Adobe Creative Cloud: People with Adobe can get 2 months free
https://petapixel.com/2020/03/18/adobe-is-giving-everyone-2-months-of-free-creative-cloud-heres-how-to-getit/
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NASA Media Library:
https://www.diyphotography.net/nasa-makes-entire-media-library-publicly-accessible-copyright-free/
Peloton Workout App: Free 90 day trial
https://www.theverge.com/2020/3/16/21182267/peloton-workout-app-trial-at-home-subscription
Free books, movies, software, music, etc:
https://archive.org/
Free Ivy League courses:
https://www.freecodecamp.org/news/ivy-league-free-online-courses-a0d7ae675869/
Free Online Museum Tours:
https://www.travelandleisure.com/attractions/museums-galleries/museums-with-virtual-tours
Free National Park Tours:
https://www.travelandleisure.com/trip-ideas/national-parks/virtual-national-parks-tours
No Entrance fees to National Parks:
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/18/politics/national-parks-service-coronavirus/index.html
NPR: Free virtual concerts
https://www.npr.org/2020/03/17/816504058/a-list-of-live-virtual-concerts-to-watch-during-the-coronavirusshutdown
Paris Opera: Free live performances
https://www.vogue.fr/fashion-culture/article/paris-opera-broadcasting-screening-performances-online-for-free2020
Center of Puppetry Arts: Free tours and performances
https://puppet.org/center-for-puppetry-arts-home/
Might Could Studiomates: 1 month free trial
https://might-could.com/studiomates/
Download Free Coloring Books:
http://www.openculture.com/2019/02/download-free-coloring-books-from-113-museums.html

